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32nd Sunday Ordinary Time — 10 November 2024

WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 17 NOVEMBER 2024

The prayer of the poor rises up to
B God (cf. Sir 21:5). In this year
dedicated to prayer in anticipation
of the Ordinary Jubilee of 2025, this
expression of biblical wisdom is most
fitting as we prepare for the Eighth
World Day of the Poor, which will be
observed on 17 November. Indeed,
Christian hope embraces the
certainty that our prayer reaches
God’s presence; not just any prayer
but rather the prayer of the poor!
Let us reflect on this word and
“read” it on the faces and in the stories of the poor whom we encounter daily, so that
prayer can become a path of communion with them and a sharing in their suffering. The
Book of Sirach, of which we are speaking, is not sufficiently known, yet it deserves to be
discovered for the richness of its themes, especially regarding the relationship of
humanity with God and with the world. Its author, Ben Sira, was a teacher, a scribe in
Jerusalem, likely writing in the 2nd century B.C. One of the themes to which this sacred
author devotes significant attention is prayer. He does so with great fervour because he
gives voice to his personal experience. Indeed, no writing on prayer can be effective and
fruitful if it does not stem from someone who stands daily in God’s presence and listens
to his Word. Ben Sira declares that he sought wisdom from his youth: “While | was still
young, before | went on my travels, | sought wisdom openly in my prayer” (Sir 51:13).0n
this journey, he discovered one of the fundamental truths of revelation, namely, that the
poor hold a privileged place in God’s heart, to the point that, in the face of their
suffering, God is “impatient” until he has rendered justice to them. “The prayer of the
humble pierces the clouds, and he will not be consoled until it reaches the Lord; he will
not desist until the Most High visits him, and does justice for the righteous, and executes
judgment. And the Lord will not delay” (Sir 35:17-18). God knows the sufferings of his
children because he is an attentive and caring father. As a father, he takes care of those
who are most in need: the poor, the marginalized, the suffering and the forgotten. No
one is excluded from his heart, for in his eyes, we are all poor and needy. We are all
beggars because, without God, we would be nothing. We would not even have life if God
had not given it to us. Yet how often we live as if we were the masters of life or as if we
had to conquer it! The mentality of the world demands that we become somebody, that
we make a name for ourselves at any cost, breaking social norms in order to accumulate
wealth. How sad of an illusion this is! Happiness cannot be acquired by trampling on the
rights and dignity of others. The violence caused by wars clearly shows the arrogance of
those who consider themselves to be powerful before men and women, but they are poor
in the eyes of God. How many more people are impoverished by misguided policies
involving weapons! How many innocent victims! Yet we cannot turn our backs to this
reality. The disciples of the Lord know that each of these “little ones” bears the image of
the Son of God and each one must receive our support and expressions of Christian
charity. “Each individual Christian and every community is called to be an instrument of
God for the liberation and promotion of the poor, and for enabling them to be fully a part
of society. This demands that we be docile and attentive to the cry of the poor and to
come to their aid” (Evangelii Gaudium, 187). To the poor who dwell in our cities and are
part of our communities, | say: do not lose this certainty! God is attentive to each of you
and is close to you. He does not forget you nor could he ever do so. We all have had the
experience of prayers that seem to remain unanswered. Sometimes we ask to be freed
from a misery that makes us suffer and humiliates us, and God seems not to hear our cry.
However, God’s silence does not mean he is inattentive to our sufferings; rather, it
contains a word that must be received with trust, surrendering ourselves to him and to
his will. Sirach again attests to this: the Lord’s judgment will be in favour of the poor (cf.
Sir 21:5). From poverty, therefore, the song of the most genuine hope can spring up. Let
us remember that “whenever our interior life becomes caught up in its own interests and
concerns, there is no longer room for others, no place for the poor. God’s voice is no
longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no longer felt, and the desire to do good
fades” (Evangelii Gaudium, 2).
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Pope Francis (full text here)

Remembered this Weekend

Jem & Liz Fitzsimons
Golden Wedding Anniversary

Dolly & Jem Doyle
Sarah Doyle

©
Dublin Gallery Weekend

8th-10th November

Open all weekend

11am-8pm Friday

11am-6pm Saturday and Sunday
Free entry. More info

Book of Condolence

A book of condolence for those
who died in the floods in Spain
is available in James’s Street
Church. You will see the Spanish
Flag which will guide you to the
book. Signing the book is a way
of showing solidarity with those
who have suffered and survived.

Shalom Hope Concert

SHALOM is a group of
International young Catholics
based in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral
who evangelise through
scripture, prayer, music, song
and dance. They will put on
their annual Hope Concert on
Saturday, November 23 at 7pm.

Support for Birth Mothers

Information and Support for
Birth Mothers whose babies were
placed for adoption may be
found at www.birthinfo.ie or by
calling the relevant section of
Tusla at 0818 445500.

Q
Towards Peace

Towards Peace is a service
offering spiritual support for
anybody who has been abused,
physically emotionally, sexually,
spiritually, in a religious/church
environment. Ph: 015053028 or
0867710533. Website

www.francisstreetparish.ie @ martin@francisstreetparish.ie ® rita@francisstreetparish.ie



https://www.francisstreetparish.ie/
http://www.evangelizatio.va/content/pcpne/en/attivita/gmdp/2024/messaggio-SantoPadre.html
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcaga.ie%2Fdublingalleryweekend%2F&h=AT27s0Xz2cyuQBELBT0Vx5W9a6Qx1CKN8tCHvQw3MSlP8xJMYfaLBnpuJap1LyXhkpMNtAmWZZr951beElBYrkQaYpa7706PUB584gHoIASvrGlRbIhHF1qseC9w6WG00_JjOUI2mQP6uaCaegs4EN7mfUtWsuliowh6&__tn__=-UK
http://www.towardspeace.ie
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Penitential Rite

Our God is a God of openness and generosity.
As we begin our celebration let us call to mind that openness
and generosity.

You make us poor in spirit, to serve the world.
Lord have mercy

You make us mindful of all in need, to serve the world.
Christ have mercy

You make us bearers of your vision, to serve the world.
Lord have mercy

May the God of generosity and openness fill us with
compassion, forgive us our sin and bring us
to life everlasting. Amen

1Kings 17:10-16

Elijah the Prophet went off to Sidon. And when he
reached the city gate, there was a widow gathering
sticks; addressing her he said, ‘Please bring a little
water in a vessel for me to drink.’ She was setting off
to bring it when he called after her. ‘Please’ he said
‘bring me a scrap of bread in your hand.’ ‘As the Lord
your God lives,” she replied ‘I have no baked bread,
but only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a
jug; | am just gathering a stick or two to go and
prepare this for myself and my son to eat, and then we
shall die.’ But Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go
and do as you have said; but first make a little scone
of it for me and bring it to me, and then make some
for yourself and for your son. For thus the Lord speaks,
the God of Israel: “Jar of meal shall not be spent, jug
of oil shall not be emptied, before the day when the
Lord sends rain on the face of the earth.” The woman
went and did as Elijah told her and they ate the food,
she, himself and her son. The jar of meal was not
spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had
foretold through Elijah.

Hebrews 9:24-28

It is not as though Christ had entered a man-made
sanctuary which was only modelled on the real one;
but it was heaven itself, so that he could appear in the
actual presence of God on our behalf. And he does not
have to offer himself again and again, like the high
priest going into the sanctuary year after year with the
blood that is not his own, or else he would have had to
suffer over and over again since the world began.
Instead of that, he has made his appearance once and
for all, now at the end of the last age, to do away with
sin by sacrificing himself. Since men only die once, and
after that comes judgement, so Christ, too, offers
himself only once to take the faults of many on
himself, and when he appears a second time, it will
not be to deal with sin but to reward with salvation
those who are waiting for him.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia
How happy are the poor in spirit theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Alleluia

Mark 12:38-44

In his teaching Jesus said, ‘Beware of the scribes who
like to walk about in long robes, to be greeted
obsequiously in the market squares, to take the front
seats in the synagogues and the places of honour at
banquets; these are the men who swallow the property
of widows, while making a show of lengthy prayers.
The more severe will be the sentence they receive.’
Jesus sat down opposite the treasury and watched the
people putting money into the treasury, and many of
the rich put in a great deal. A poor widow came and
put in two small coins, the equivalent of a penny. Then
he called his disciples and said to them, ‘I tell you
solemnly, this poor widow has put more in than all who
have contributed to the treasury; for they have all put
in money they had over, but she from the little she had
has put in everything she possessed, all she had to live
on.’

Prayer of the Faithful

God our Father and Mother, you bless us with faith,
hope and love. Blessed are you. Lord hear us

Lord Jesus, you come to us as the Living Word for the
poor and the outcast. Blessed are you.
Lord hear us

Holy Spirit, you lead us to work for justice in the
world, using the little we have to make your dream a
reality. Blessed be you. Lord hear us

We call to mind all those who have died, and all who
mourn for them. May we be inspired by the memory of
those who have gone before us to live more faithfully
the Way of the Lord. Lord hear us

Let our hearts be open to those who have no
opportunities in life, to those who are financially poor,
to those who feel they have no hope.

Lord hear us

In silence, we remember those who need our prayer
and support........ceeeeene. . Lord hear us

Reflection

There is a kindness that dwells deep down in things; it
presides everywhere, often in the places we least expect.
The world can be harsh and negative, but if we remain
generous and patient, kindness inevitably reveals itself.
Something deep in the human soul seems to depend on the
presence of kindness; something instinctive in us expects it,
and once we sense it we are able to trust and open
ourselves.

John O’Donohue



